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SUBJECT: REAL ESTATE FRAUD: PROSECUTION OF BRITISH 
AMERICAN CATTLE COMPANY 

REF: GOWEN/CONGEN TELCON 

1. STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS HAS REQUESTED DEPART- 
MENT ASSISTANCE IN FRAUD ACTION BEING BROUGHT AGAINST 
RONALD B. ZENT, D/B/A/BRITISH AMERICAN CATTLE COMPANY. 

ZENT IS CHARGED, INTER ALIA, WITH FRAUDULENTLY SELLING 
SEVERAL TRACTS OF LAND IN ORANGE WALK DISTRICT TO TEXAS 
RESIDENTS DURING 1972. TEXAS AUTHORITIES HAVE REQUESTED 
THAT APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS IN GOB BE APPROACHED AND REQUEST- 
ED TO PROVIDE, IF POSSIBLE, SWORN DOCUMENTATION AS TO 
ACTUAL CONDITION OF TRACTS IN QUESTION. CONSUL GENERAL 
IS REQUESTED TO EXPLORE QUESTION OF OBTAINING SUCH DOCUMEN- 
TATION, TO INCLUDE PROBABLE TIME REQUIRED AND LEGAL FEES, 

IF ANY. STATE OF TEXAS WILLING TO HAVE CONSUL GENERAL 
SELECT LOCAL PRIVATE ATTORNEY, IF REQUIRED, BUT HAS ONLY 
LIMITED FUNDS AVAILABLE TO PAY ANY FEES INVOLVED. 
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2. PROPERTIES INVOLVED ALL ON EASTERN SHORE OF REVENGE 
LAGOON, SOUTH OF ORANGE WALK. IDENTIFIED TO DEPARTMENT AS 
FOLLOWS: 

1) REVENGE WORK, ESTATE NO. 44, ORANGE WALK DISTRICT, 

BLOCK 20, TRACT 2 (100 ACRES); 

2) REVENGE WORK, ESTATE NO. 20, ORANGE WALK DISTRICT, 

BLOCK 19, TRACT 2 (100 ACRES); 

3) REVENGE WORK, ESTATE NO. 36, ORANGE WALK DISTRICT, 

BLOCK 21, TRACT 3 (130 ACRES) 

4) REVENGE WORK, ESTATE NO. 17, ORANGE WALK DISTRICT, 

BLOCK 20, TRACT 2 (100 ACRES); 

5) REVENGE WORK, ESTATE NO. 18, ORANGE WALK DISTRICT, 

BLOCK 21, TRACT 2 (100 ACRES); 

6) REVENGE WORK, ESTATE NO. 27, ORANGE WALK DIS- 
TRICT, BLOCK 21, TRACT 3 (206 ACRES); 

7) ESTEVEZ WORKS, ESTATES NO. 1 AND 2, ORANGE WALK 
DISTRICT, BLOCK 0, TRACTS 1 AND 2 (200 ACRES). 

3. ZENT PURPORTEDLY TOLD PURCHASERS THE FOLLOWING ABOUT 
THE PROPERTY: (A) IT WAS NOT SWAMPLAND; (B) AN ACCESS 
ROAD WOULD BE BUILT TO THE PROPERTIES BY THE SUMMER OF 
1973; (C) THERE WOULD BE A MAJOR STATE HIGHWAY BUILT NEAR 
THE PROPERTIES BY THE SUMMER OF 1973; (D) A RESORT AREA, 
INCLUDING A CASINO, WOULD BE BUILT NEARBY; (E) THE 
PROPERTY WOULD DOUBLE IN VALUE AFTER SIX MONTHS (PUR- 
CHASED BETWEEN MAY AND SEPTEMBER 1972 AT $45.00 U.S. PER 
ACRE). ANY DOCUMENTATION SHOULD PROVIDE SPECIFIC CONFIR 
MATION OR REFUTATION OF THESE ASSERTIONS, FOR USE AS EVI- 
DENCE IN COURT. 

4. REPORT AS TO PRACTICABILITY OF OBTAINING SUCH EVIDENCE 
IS NEEDED SOONEST, SINCE SUIT TO BE HEARD IN TWO WEEKS. 
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